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First  Church,  Columbus,  rejoices  in  the  great  spiritual  awakening  that 
has  visited  its  members  and  the  city.  Bron  Clifford  of  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
jynd  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  is  the  evangelist  for  the  campaign  that  results  in 
149  additions  —  79  by  profession  of  faith  and  baptism. 


LONG  COMMUTE  —  A 
Bullitt  County,  Ky.,  family  crosses 
flooded  fields  and  roads  in  front 
of  an  inundated  Baptist  church. 
(Photo  by  David  Winfrey) 


Baptist  churches  endure  disastrous  flood 
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"There's  no  room  for  spectators  here,"  says  Don  Creel,  pastor  of 
Bayside  Church,  a  mission  of  First  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis.  "We're  trying  to 
mold  together  a  team  to  do  something  for  the  Lord."  Bayside  enrolls  113 
in  VBS,  with  a  daily  attendance  of  more  than  80. 


MC  adds  Miss,  trustees 


MACEO,  Ky.  (ABP)  —  The 
pews  at  Dawson  Memorial 
Church  near  Maceo,  Ky.,  have 
survived  three  floods  before,  but 
the  Flood  of  '97  may  have  done 
them  in.  Pastor  Steve  Boyd  said. 

"Those  old  pews  are  the 
originals,"  he  said  by  telephone 
March  5,  as  water  in  the  church 
sanctuary  stood  four  feet  deep 
and  was  still  rising. 

"They  went  through  the  1937 
flood,  when  they  were  found 
out  in  a  field  afterward,  the 
1945  flood  and  the  1964  flood, 
but  1  don't  think  they'll  make  it 
through  this  one,"  he  said. 


At  least  25  Ky.  Baptist, 
churches  were  hit  by  the  state's 
worst  flooding  in  60  years,  after 
record  rainfall  amounts  up  to 
13  inches  on  March  1-2  swelled 
the  Ohio  River. 

More  than  four  feet  of  water 
surged  into  Buck  Run  Church's 
two-year-old  $2  million  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  educational  facility 


1 


near  Frankfort.  Water  also  filled 
the  church's  old  sanctuary  built 
in  1817,  which  is  now  used  for 
Sunday  School. 

The  flood  ruined  pews  and 
carpet  in  the  new  building  and 
most  office  furniture,  said  Evelyn 
Gardner,  business  manager  and 
lifelong  member  of  the  church. 

Pews  in  the  old  sanctuary 
were  solid  wood  and  may  be 
salvageable,  she  said.  All  hym¬ 
nals  in  both  buildings  were  lost. 

Tornadoes  in  Ark.  and  flash 
flooding  in  six r  other  states 
killed  at  least  61  people  and  left 
hundreds  homeless. 

As  usual.  Southern  Baptists 
were  quick  on  the  scene,  working 
alongside  the  American  Red  Cross 
(ARC)  and  the  Federal  Emeigency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA)  to 
provide  relief  to  disaster  victims. 

Disaster-relief  workers  from 
Ky.,  Mo.,  N.C.,  and  Tenn.  pre¬ 
pared  122,000  meals  and 
helped  flood  victims  "mud 
our'  in  11  cities  in  Kentucky. 

Two  weeks  into  the  flood 
recovery  effort,  Ky.  Brother¬ 
hood  Director  Bob  Simpkins 
worried  that  volunteers  might 
not  last  as  long  as  the  damage. 

"One  of  the  greatest  concerns 
I  have  is  that  my  people  are 
wearing  down,"  Simpkins  said. 

"Normally  we  have  a  suffi¬ 
cient  volunteer  bank  to  handle 
it  when  we're  working  in  one  or 
two  given  sites.  In  this  one, 
we're  working  the  whole  state, 
and  it  spreads  us  out  so  thin," 
he  said. 

Dale  Meehan,  crew  chief  for 
Mo.  Baptists'  feeding  team, 
drove  13  hours  to  get  to  Ky.,  he 
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said,  for  one  rea¬ 
son:  "I  want  to  be 
able  to  find  peo¬ 
ple  and  lead  peo¬ 
ple  to  Christ/' 

Meehan  re¬ 
called  talking  to 
one  resident  of 
Falmouth,  a  Cath¬ 
olic,  who  remark¬ 
ed,  "I  don't  see 
how 
could 

through  this 
out  Christ." 

Meehan  ag¬ 
reed.  "I  guess 
that's  one  of  the 
reasons  I  keep 
going,"  he  said. 

America 
Baptist  Men  dis¬ 
patched  volun¬ 
teers  and  a  disas¬ 
ter  relief  trailer 
Cincinnati. 

Two  American 
Baptist 
in  the  area 
hit  by  flooding. 

Neither  churcn  SPAGHETTI,  ANYONE?  —  Bill  Stowers,  mem- 
was  seriously  ^  Gf  Shively  (Ky.)  Baptist  Church,  pours  spaghet- 
damaged,  but  ten  b  sauce  jnt0  a  pot  in  southern  Louisville.  Stowers 
American  Baptist  was  a  part  Qf  fjve  disaster-relief  teams  in  Ky. 
families  were  responding  to  the  state's  worst  flooding  in  30 
forced  from  their  (photo  b  Davjd  Wjnfrey) 

homes  and  were _ ' _ 

staying  with 

friends  or  relatives,  said  Allen  Midwest  could  cause  the  highest 
Abbott,  executive  director  of  floods  in  150  years  this  spring. 
ABMen  in  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  "You're  going  to  see  hun- 

ABMen  disaster  relief  will  dreds  of  square  miles  under 
help  500  families  —  the  most  water,"  Elbert  Friday  of  NWS 
comprehensive  effort  to  date  told  "USA  Today"  newspaper, 
for  ABMen,  Abbot  said.  No  snow  is  on  the  ground  in 

Just  as  life  began  to  return  to  the  Ohio  Valley  but  the  ground 
normal  along  the  Ohio  River,  the  is  saturated  and  streams  and 
National  Weather  Service  (NWS)  rivers  are  still  high.  Heavy  rain 
warned  March  19  that  melting  could  bring  more  flooding 
heavy  snows  in  the  northern  there,  NWS  warned. 
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. „ . . . . -o  —  to  join  him  in  what  he  wants 

to  do  in  Iceland  and  Greenland.  We  are  excited  about 
possibilities  for  ministry  there,"  Bruce  said. 


THE  MEANING  OF  EASTER 


What's  so  hard  to  believe  about  Easter? 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ingly  suffered  a  cruel  death  on  a  be  untrue  are: 

Roman  cross  as  blood  atonement  for  ♦  The  Lord's  Prayer.  1 
our  sins;  was  resurrected  three  days  ♦  Christ's  statementsifrom 
later;  and  ascended  to  Heaven  to  take  the  cross.  | 

his  place  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  ♦  any  claims  to  divinity  by 

We  weren't  there  to  actually  see  Jesus.  ^ 

it  accomplished;  therefore,  we  can-  ♦  the  virgin  birth. 
not  accept  it  as  truth.  ♦  virtually  all  of  Jesus'  j|jiggg&|j^| 

What ?  miracles. 

It  could  be  amusing,  these  games  ♦  the  bodilv  resurrection  of 
we  play  to  keep  from  admitting  there  Jesus. 

is  a  God  who  yearns  so  deeply  to  Ah,  the  resurrection.  Those  who  would 
draw  us  to  him  that  he  would  sacrifice  his  deny  Jesus  know  Easter  is  one  of  the  cor- 
only  begotten  Son  on  our  behalf.  nerstones  of  the  Christian  faith,  worthy  of 

Amusing,  that  is,  if  our  eternal  salvation  unrelenting  attack  if  the  diety  of  Christ  is 
didn't  depend  on  our  acknowledgement  of  ever  to  be  swept  away, 
that  fact.  The  Apostle  Paul  under- 

Despite  our  near-universal  gullibility  for  stood  that,  strongly  refuting 
any  fanciful  idea  that  comes  along,  many  the  resurrection  naysayers  of 
of  us  choose  to  deny  the  truth  of  Christ's  his  day  in  1  Cor.  15:12-34. 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


observance  —  study  your  Bible  and  listen 
for  God's  reassurance  as  you  pray. 

Then  you'll  know  in  your  heart  that 
it's  true. 


Resurrection  Reading 

Habermas,  Gary  R.  The  Resurrection  of  Jesus.  Grand  Rapids:  Baker 
Book  House,  1980. 
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William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


If  you  believe  in  cloned 
lambs,  Martian  life,  and 
dinosaurs,  what's  so  hard  to 
believe  about  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  Christ? 

During  this  Easter  season, 
remember  that  Jesus  gave 
you  the  right  to  talk  directly 
with  Goa  about  anything 
that  concerns  you. 

If  you  have  doubts  about 
the  literal  bodily  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ  —  and  it 
seems  people  like  to  raise 
those  doubts  during  Easter 
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While  it  is  easy  for  us  to  judge 
these  reporters  for  their  callous¬ 
ness  I  urge  you  to  think  first. 

Are  we  not  as  guilty  as  they? 
If  we  who  hold  the  keys  to  eter- 


remember  Easter  Sundays  of 


A  Pastor's  Perspective 

Easter  is  about 
action 
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the  front  yard,  pull  out  the 
KodakJtana  snap  a  photo  of  us, 
onion'neads  ana  all. 

Grandmother  always  had  a 
new  hat,  and  my  sisters  got  new 
dresses.  For  a  few  minutes,  at  became  more  important  than 
least,  we  looked  good.  that  to  me,  but  as  tne  years  have 

Mother  was  lucky,  though,  if  I  gone  by  every  Easter  brings  a 
stayed  neat  all  the  way  to  church,  new  awareness  of  the  singular 
To  me,  Easter  was  all  about  significance  of  that  day  for  all  of 
getting  church  over  with  so  I  human  history, 
could  get  home  to  hide  the  A  few  years  ago,  this  was 
Easter  eggs  over  again  and  play  brought  home  in  a  dramatic 
with  whatever  toys  the  Easter  fashion.  A  television  crew  in 
bunny  brought  me  this  year.  Alabama  responded  to  a  call  by 
As  far  as  I  knew,  the  did  rab-  a  despondent  and  drunk  man 
bit  never  kept  a  list  to  check  on  who  nad  lost  his  job  and  was 
twice,  which  is  just  as  well  threatening  to  set  himself  on  fire, 
because  being  good  through  Upon  their  arrival,  the  man 
Christmas  was  about  all  I  could  followed  through  on  his  threat, 
manage'  in  one  year.  dousing  himself  with  gasoline 

I  don’t  remember  when  Easter  and  striking  a  match. 


By  Carl  M.  White,  Associate  Editor 
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MC  adds  four  Mississippi  trustees  to  board 


The  Mississippi  College  Grenada,  president  of  Bain  chairman 
(MC)  board  of  trustees  has  Manufacturing,  Inc.,  in  and  chief 
named  four  Mississippians  to  Grenada.  executive 

the  24-member  board  mat  gov-  He  is  a  member  of  First  officer  (CEO) 
erns  the  Baptist-affiliated  Church,  Grenada,  where  he  of  Ham  Mar- 
school  in  Clinton.  The  new  serves  as  a  cfeacon  and  teaches  ine,  Inc.,  in 
trustees  are:  a  youth  Sunday  School  class.  Pascagoula; 

♦  Larry  Franklin  of  ♦  J.L.  Holloway  of  Jackson,  chairman  of 

- — — - .  |  . . _ — — _ - -  the  steering 

Eagle  Award  presentation 

- - - . Joint 

.  ror.  * ... .  Texas, 

i wj * i PdtJ  HeaIth 

i.l  11 1  I  vJ’ 


♦  William 
A.  Vail  of 
Oxford,  pas¬ 
tor  of  North 
Oxford 
Church, 
Oxford,  and 
a  graduate  of 


March  30, 1997 


Current1 
officers  of  the 
MC  board  of 

Venture  in  Houston,  trustees  are  Greenville  busi 

nessman  Harry  Vickery,  chair 
man;  First 

Biloxi,  pastor 

Frank  Gunn,  BjK  ||  i| 

vice-chair  -  £$££gj| 

man;  and 

Inc.,  founder*  *,  A  _y> 

B  e  r  n  e 
Ebbers  of 
Brookhaven, 

secretary.  Vail 


Franklin 


Holloway: 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Holloway,  ^ 

who  also£^^^^T^  H|Xj 

founded 

Steelplex,  Inc.,  Moak 

in  Pascagoula, 

is  a  deacon  at  Country  Woods 
Church,  Jackson. 

♦  Paul  G.  Moak  Jr.  of 
Jackson,  president  of  Paul 
Moak  Pontiac,  Inc.,  in  Jackson; 
and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Paul  Moak  of  Ridgeland,  Inc., 
in  Ridgeland. 

Moak  is  a  deacon  at  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


presents  airt  Eagle  Award  bo  North  Batesvilie  Church  pastor  Lee 
Hudson  and  his  wife  Olivia  (right),  ami  minister  erf  music  Don 
Brummett  and  his  wife  Evelyn,  at  the  institute  for  Equipping 
Churches  Beyond  2000  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison.  The 
Eagle  Award  is  the  only  award  given  by  BSSB  to  churches.  It  is  a 
recognition  of  significant  growth  in  Sunday  School.  In  three  years 
North  Batesvilie  showed  a  net  gain  of  1 82  in  Sunday  School 
enrollment;  went  from  22  to  1 50  average  attendance;  grew  from 
6  to  1 7  units;  increased  from  8  to  35  workers;  and  developed  a 
prospect  file  of  over  200  names.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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Adult  lodge  site  dedicated  at  Garaywa 
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By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


On  Monda 


(hat  a  mission  camp  should  be  owned  and 
annual  Mississippi  The  fundraising  campaign  for  the  lodge,  operated  by  Mississippi  WMU,"  Scoper 
y  Union  (WMU)  projected  to  cost  $1.5  million,  has  already  said.  "It  was  her  magnificent  obsession, 
hurch,  Clinton,  peo-  secured  $547,842  in  advance  gifts  ana  "Hundreds  of  Mississippi  missionaries 
ate  gathered  under  a  pledges,  according  to  Joan  Tyler,  state  who  have  served  on  every  continent  of  the 
i  in  Clinton  to  dedi-  chairperson  for  the  Hand  in  Hand  planet  have  been  to  this  place,"  she  added, 
tv  adult  lodge.  Garaywa  Expands  committee.  "We  need  this  lodge  so  that  we  can  pray 

?1,  chairperson  of  the  Scoper  said  it  was  one  year  ago  that  the  for  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  more 
building  committee,  building  committee  first  met  to  begin  plans  laborers  unto  the  harvest,"  Scoper  said. 

»  psychologist  Paul  for  the  building.  Larry  Sones  of  Brandon  Jerry  Rankin,  president  of  the  Southern 
'out  the  need  to  find  was  retained  in  June  as  the  architect  for  the  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board,  and  his 
araywa  gave  me  a  project.  wife  Bobbye  —  both  native  Mississippians 

wa  has  given  us  a  Ground  breaking  is  planned  for  —  attended  the  site  dedication,  along  with 
■  for  missions  in  our  September  or  October  1997,  Scoper  said.  Dellanna  O'Brien,  national  WMU  execu- 
nily."  The  site  dedication  comes  after  a  two-  tive  director. 

two-story,  hotel-like  year  study  which  determined  the  need  In  other  action  at  th^WMU  convention, 
i  30  rooms,  meeting  for  a  hotel-like  facility  suitable  for  adults,  Rebecca  Williams  was  elected  state  presi- 
icilities.  During  the  Scoper  told  the  near  capacity  crowd  dent.  Williams  was  elected  to  a  one  year 
vas  announced  that  under  the  tent  erected  next  to  the  term,  but  is  traditionally  re-elected  three 

times  for  a  total  of  four  years. 

She  is  the  wife  of  Billy  Williams,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Gautier.  They  have  a  son  and 
daughter-in-law  who  were  appointed  first- 
time  missionaries  to  India  this  past  year. 

£  Roberta  Johnston  of  Brookhaven  was 
"w  I  elected  vice  president.  Kay  Hodges  of 

&T  1  Hernando  was  elected  secretary. 

Wy H  A  new  video  entitled  "Hand  in  Hand 
"  1  Garaywa  Expands"  was  premiered  at  the 

i  I  convention  and  is  available  to  churches  as 
I  part  of  the  fundraising  effort. 
ffjLyp  Ji  The  convention  heard  from  the 
I  Rankins;  O'Brien;  Wanda  Lee,  national 
I  WMU  president;  Betty  Jo  Lewis,  wife  of 
9H|aj|jEH  former  Home  Mission  Board  president 
Jjjfj  EH  Larry  Lewis;  and  outgoing  state  WMU 
I  president  Sandra  Nash. 

BHHHbJ  For  more  information  on  the  lodge  pro- 
Members  of  the  Garaywa  lodge  building  committee  at  the  site  dedica-  feet  or  to  secure  the  video,  contact  WMU  at 
tion  were  (from  left)  Marjean  Patterson,  executive  director,  Mississippi  WMU;  Martha  Ellen  P-  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Marler,  Forest;  Joan  Tyler,  Collins;  Sharon  Neff,  Areola;  Dell  Scoper,  chairperson,  Laurel;  Peggy  Telephone:N(601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out- 
Huey,  Hattiesburg;  Sue  Tatum,  Yazoo  City;  and  Sandra  Nash,  Clinton.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White)  side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
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Hale-Bopp:  could  comet  be  Christmas  star? 


y  David  T.  Dockery  III 

ississippi  Bureau  of  Geoloi 


CNN 


reporter  to 
visit  MC 


while  others  say  it  portends  the  end  ot  the 

world  as  described  in 

Revelation.  ^  _  _:i_. 

Note  also  ^ 

that  the  ~~ 

last  time  this  comet  made 
an  appearance  was  2,000  B.C.,  when 
Babylonian  astronomers  were  just  charting 
the  courses  of  the  five  known  planets. 

Also,  if  the  true  birth  of  Christ  were 
three  B.C.,  the  comet  marks  the  end  of  the 
Second  Millennium  A.D. 

Hugh  Ross  (1993,  p.  3)  in  "Journey  to 
Truth,  said  the  word  selected  in  the  original 
text  for  the  Christmas  star,  if  it  were  a  natur¬ 
al  phenomenon,  could  have  described  a  star, 
a  planet,  a  comet,  an  asteroid,  a  meteor,  or  an 
exploding  star  (a  nova  or  supernova). 

Ross  favored  a  recurring  nova. 
However,  if  it  were  a  comet,  then  the  Hale- 
Bopp  Comet  illustrates  how  wise  men  in 
the  East  could  see  a  star  in  the  east  and  fol¬ 
low  it  west  to  Jerusalem  and  Bethlehem. 

The  Hale-Bopp  Comet  first  appeared  in 
the  eastern  sky  before  sunrise  and  nas  moved 
closer  to  the  horizon  each  morning.  An 
ancient  stargazer  would  realize  that  such  a 
comet  would  reappear  in  the  western  sky  iust 
after  sunset  (as  has  the  Hale-Bopp  Comet). 


Wolf  Blitzer,  senior  White 
House  correspondent  for 
Cable  News  Network  (CNN), 
is  scheduled  to  speak  in  Swor 
Auditorium  on  the  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  campus  in 
Clinton  at  7:30  p.m.  on  April  3. 

In  addition  to  the  White 
House  beat,  Blitzer  has  served 
as  CNN's  military  affairs  corre¬ 
spondent  at  the  Pentagon  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  award-winning 
team  that  covered  the  Gulf 
War  for  CNN. 

Admission  is  free,  but  reser¬ 
vations  are  required.  To  reserve 
tickets,  contact  Ruth  Ainsworth 
in  the  MC  Dean  of  Students 
office  at  (601)925-3359. 


Foreign  missions  offering  could  set  fourth  record 


growth  since  1992  amounts  to  er  one  day  around  God's  throne 
$12.5  million.  with  people  from  all  the  tribes. 

The  projected  receipts  would  tongues  and  nations  of  the 
provide  about  $2.5  million  for  world,"  said  Dellanna  O'Brien, 
overseas  capital  spending  executive  director  of  the 
needs  such  as  new  construction  Woman's  Missionary  Union, 
and  vehicles,  and  $91  million  "We  are  grateful  to  the  mil- 
for  the  board's  overseas  opera t-  lions  of  Southern  Baptists  who 
ing  budget,  which  primarily  gave  of  their  financial  resources 
provides  missionary  support.  and  focused  their  prayers  on 
Last  fall.  Southern  Baptist  our  missionaries,  on  Christians 
Foreign  Mission  Board  (FmB)  in  the  areas  they  serve,  and  for 
trustees  approved  a  1997  bud-  the  salvation  of  the  lost  world- 
get  of  $205.5  million  based  in  wide,"  said  O'Brien,  whose 
part  on  $94  million  from  the  missions  education  agency 
1996  Lottie  Moon  offering  and  organized  the  first  Lottie  Moon 
$72.5  million  from  the  offering  in  1888. 

Cooperative  Program,  Soutnern  Baptists  actually 

Southern  Baptists'  unified  giv-  close  the  books  on  the  1996 
ing  plan.  offering  May  31. 

Built  into  the  1997  financial  The  annual  March  projec- 
plan  is  expected  expansion  of  tion,  historically  reliable  as  an 
the  foreign  missions  program,  estimate,  is  based  partly  on 
especially  in  harvest  areas  such  information  from  Baptist  con- 
as  Eastern  Europe  where  ventions  in  14  states, 
gospel  response  is  accelerating.  Thirteen  of  these  states  are 
ana  in  "The  Last  Frontier,"  showing  increases  in  their 
where  few  people  have  access  Lottie  Moon  receipts,  and  the 
to  the  gospel.  other  is  down  only  .15%. 

Last  year  FMB  appointed  The  offering  is  generally  col- 
590  overseas  mission  workers  lected  in  cnurcnes  during 
for  assignments  of  two  years  or  December.  It  is  expected  to 
more,  a  record  number  of  new  fund  nearly  half  (47%))  of  the 
workers  in  a  year's  time.  board's  budget.  Besides  the 

The  annual  number  of  new  Cooperative  Program  (36%), 
workers  has  been  rising  steadi-  other  sources  include  invest- 
ly  for  several  vears.  ment  income  (8%),  hunger  and 

Southern  baptists  will  cele-  relief  receipts  (3%),  designated 
brate  their  participation  in  income  (2%),  and  4%  from 
world  missions  "when  we  gath-  other  sources. 


Calculations  from  early  indi¬ 
cators  predict  a  $4.5  million,  or 
5.06%,  increase  from  $89  mil¬ 
lion  in  1995. 

It  would  be  the  fourth  con¬ 
secutive  rise  after  a  plateau  in 
the  early  1990s.  The  collective 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Projections  show  Southern 
Baptists  last  year  likely  handed 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for  foreign  missions 
its  greatest  annual  increase 
since  1988. 


New  SS  writers  to  begin  April  6 


Oxford.  They  have  two  children. 

Gregory  J.  ^ _ _ _ 

McBride  is] 
pastor  ~  -oE 

kittiwake-  % 

Church,  Pass  *7^ 

Christain.  A 


Sunday  School  lesson  writ-  the  Bachelor 
ers  for  tne  second  quarter  of  Master  of  Ed 
1997,  beginning  on  Sunday,  She  and  her  i 
April  6,  are:  Jack  reside  in 

♦  Becky  Briscoe  Bennett  of  Paul  Blanch 

Blue  Mountain,  writing  the  Missions  for  Wi 
Life  and  Work  series.  He  came  to 

♦  Paul  Blanchard  of  Eulaton  First 
Louisville,  writing  the  Family  Church  of 


native 


Gulfport, 


has  degrees 
from  the 
University  of 
Southern 
Mississippi, 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
including  the  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  degree.  McBride 


Bible  series. 

♦  Greg  McBride  of  Pass 
Christain,  writing  the  Explore 
the  Bible  series. 

Bennett  has  been  Dean  of 
Students  at  Blue  Mountain 
College  since  1979.  A  native  of 
Oxford, 

Bennett  is  a 
member  of 
Chalybeate 
Church,  Ben- 
ton-Tippah 
Association. 

She  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  ot  the 
University  of 
Mississippi, 
earning  'both 


McBride 


previously  served  as  an  adjunct 
professor  of  Old  and  New 
biancna  testament  at  William  Carey 
,  Delta  State  College  (WCC)  and  as  BSC 
iuth western  director  at  the  WCC  gulf  coast 
volds  a  doc-  campus.  He  and  his  wife,  the 


torate  from  Southern  Baptist 

^  Blanchard  is  married  to  the  _  _  :nr  _T_ 

Bennett  former  Susan  Nicholass  of  every  three  months. 
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Last  HMB  chief  charges  Metro  Association 


By  Carl  M.  White  mous 

Associate  Editor _  "Not! 

been ; 

Larry  Lewis,  the  last  pnesi-  Soi 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  accon 
Convention  (SBC)  Home  missit 
Mission  Board  (HMB),  chal-  "If 
lenged  members  of  Metro  bring 
Association,  Jackson,  to  keep  woulc 
pushing  toward  the  Great  asked 
Commission  at  the  March  4  "H 
associational  missions  banquet  the  G 
at  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  churcl 
"We  dare  not  take  a  man-  sion  c 
date  of  our  Lord  as  if  it  is  of  no  capac 
consequence,"  Lewis  said.  "Miss 
"This  was  our  Lord's  last  ing  th 
request.  We  dare  not  forget  it."  the  cn 
Lewis  stepped  down  as  the  Le\ 
last  president  of  HMB  last  year  matec 
to  work  with  Mission  America  in  Ar 
as  a  national  facilitator  for  Indon 
Celebrate  Jesus  2000.  addec 

The  HMB  is  to  merge  with  "O 
the  SBC  Radio  and  Television  but  r 
Commission  and  the  Lewis 
Brotherhood  Commission  to  Lei 
form  the  North  American  the  st 
Mission  Board  in  June  1997.  quartf 
Celebrate  Jesus  2000  is  a  plan  missi< 
to  launch  the  largest  evangelis-  Canac 
tic  effort  in  history  in  1999.  "T1 

Celebrate  Jesus  2000  resulted  sion  s 
from  a  visit  by  evangelist  Billy  some 
Graham  to  HMB  neadquar-  Lewis 
tered  in  Atlanta  in  1994.  Lei 

Lewis  prayed  about  what  to  impoi 
say  to  the  famous  evangelist.  Progr 
"God  spoke  to  me  right  in  the  of  the 
shower,"  Lewis  said.  "T1 

"I  told  Graham  he  would  be  is  not 
the  logical  person  to  call  a  gath-  line," 
ering  of  the  leaders  of  emery  "If 
evangelistic  group  in  America  Coopi 
to  pray  -and  plan  a  1999  central  budgi 
crusade  to  be  broadcast  by  tempt 
satellite  to  the  whole  .  nation  have 
and  the  world,"  Lewis  recalled,  overs 
Graham  agreed.  The  next  home 
year,  167  leaders  came  to  port 
Wheaton,  Ill.  and  voted  unani-  Lewis 


mously  to  begin  the  effort. 
"Nothing  like  it  has  ever  before 
been  attempted,"  Lewis  said. 

Southern  Baptists  cannot 
accomplish  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission  alone,  he  said. 

"If  one  denomination  could 
bring  revival  to  America,  who 
would  get  the  glory?"  Lewis 
asked. 

"Hand  in  hand  we  can  take 
the  Gospel  to  everyone.  Every 
church  should  be  a  world  mis¬ 
sion  center,"  Lewis  said  to  the 
capacity  crowd  at  Alta  Woods. 
"Missions  is  not  simply  cross¬ 
ing  the  sea;  missions  is  seeing 
the  cross." 

Lewis  said  there  are  an  esti¬ 
mated  184  million  lost  people 
in  America.  "Only  India  and 
Indonesia  have  more  lost,"  he 
added. 

"Ours  is  a  nation  that  has  all 
but  repudiated  the  Gospel" 
Lewis  said.  f 

Lewis  praised  the  work  of 
the  staff  of. 350  at  HMB  head¬ 
quarters  and  the  work  of  4,857 
missionaries  in  the  U.S., 
Canada  and  U.S.  territories. 

"Three-quarters  of  our  mis¬ 
sion  staff  are  church  planters  in 
some  fashion  or  another," 
Lewis  pointed  out. 

Lewis  also  emphasized  the 
importance  of  the  Cooperative 
Program,  which  makes  up  37% 
of  the  annual  HMB  budget. 

"The  Cooperative  Program 
is  not  a  budget  line,  it  is  a  life 
line,"  he  said. 

"If  you  think  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  as  just  a 
budget  item  you  might  be 
tempted  to  cut  it.  We  could  not 
have  over  4,000  missionaries 
overseas  and  over  4,000  at 
home  if  it  wasn't  for  the  sup- 

Eort  of  Southern  Baptists," 
ewis  said. 


May  15-18  &  June  12-15 

•  5  great  shows 

•  College  of  Ozarks 

•  Precious  Moments  Chapel 

•  Bass  World  •  $369 


May  21-28  •  8  days 

•  Maui  •  Oahu 

•  Pearl  Harbor  •  $1 295 


•  Bass  World  •  $369  ATLANTIC  PROVINCES 
CANADIAN  HOLIDAY  'une  17‘28  *  12  davs 

July  2-12  •  11  days  «  Newfoundland 
•  Nova  Scotia 

•  Ottawa  •  Toronto  •  Prince  Edward  Island 

•  Thousand  Island  Cruise  •  New  Brunswick  .$1499 

•  Niagara  Falls  •  $899 


,yH  tj  ! 


Aug  2-16  •  15  days 

•  Canadian  Rockies 

•  Yellowstone 

•  Colorado  Rockies 

•  Badlands  Nat'l  Park 

•  Boys  Town  •  $1199 


FABULOUS  FOLIAGE 

Oct  1-10  •  10  days 

»  New  England  *  Smokies 

•  Blue  Ridge 

•  Shenandoah  Valley 

•  Penn  Dutch  .  $775 


ffif-TSUmE 


Oct  8-17  •  10  days 
Jim  and  |oy  Yates,  Escorts 

Colors  in  Nova  Scotia 
Prince  Edward  Island 
New  Brunswick 

New  England  •  $1199 
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TOWARD  THE  GREAT  COMMISSION  —  Eddie  Hamilton  (left), 
Director  of  Missions  for  Metro  Association,  talks  with  former  HMB 

E resident  Larry  Lewis  at  the  March  4  metro  association  missions 
anquet  at  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Lewis  placed  strong  emphasis 
on  starting  new  churches.  From 
1970  to  1990,  the  population  of 
the  U.S.  grew  13%,  but  the  SBC 
grew  only  7%,  he  pointed  out. 

"We  started  more  new 
churches  than  any  other  denom¬ 
ination  in  the  U.S.  Even  so,  we 
are  not  keeping  up,"  Lewis  said. 

"If  we  start  1,000  new 
churches  a  year^for  the  next  20 
years,  we  would  only  place 
congregations  in  communities 
which  we  have  identified  that 
need  churches  now,"  he  said. 


Fifty  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  tne  U.S.  lives  in  the  50 
largest  cities,  while  only  20%  of 
SBC  churches  are  in  those  cities, 
Lewis  pointed  out. 

"We  have  a  great  challenge," 
Lewis  said. 

On  the  positive  side,  Lewis 
noted  he  is  seeing  signs  of  spir¬ 
itual  renewal  all  over  America. 

"I  see  people  praying  and 
yearning  for  revival  like  I've 
never  seen  in  40  years,"  he  said. 

"I  am  praying  for  a  fourth 
great  awakening,"  Lewis  said. 


T here's  no  better  (or  m oney 
sa iv i ng)  way  to  see  USA,  CANADA, | 
WORLD  than  on  a  fully  escorted  tour. 

SEEEggal 


Aug  4-19  •  16  days 
|im  and  Joy  Yales,  Escorts 

•  St  e  the  Seminary  in  Prague 
Mississippi  Baptists  buiit 

•  Easl  Germany  •  Poland 

•  Czech  Republic 

•  Hungary  •  Slovakia 

•  Vienna  .  $2§94 

SOUTH  PACIFIC 

Aug.  6-23  •  18  days 

•  New  Zealand 

•  Australia 

•  Great  Barrier  Reef 

•  Deluxe  •$3498 


Aug.  1 9-30  •  1 2  days 

•  Chile  *  Argentina 

•  Iguassu  Falls  •  Paraguay 

•  tJrazil  .  $2445 


'MeoHdad  SW  Soled 

Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


Check 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 
Buy! 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  1 5  Passenger, 
Gas  or  Diesel 
NO  CDL  Required 


il  in  Van 
Buses 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


72"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 


ir«Ti m 


CALL  —  St \le&  — 

4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 

We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses  V 

All  Makes  &  Models 
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Volunteers 
needed  for 
Crossover 
Dallas 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Volunteers  for  Crossover  Dallas 
should  sign  up  by  May  1,  said 
organizers  of  the  evangelism 
thrust  to  precede  this  year's 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Southern  Baptists  can  par¬ 
ticipate  as  individuals,  a  group 
from  one  church,  or  a  group 
from  several  churches. 

Most  Crossover  Dallas 
events  will  take  place  Saturday, 
June  1 4,  with  volunteer  training 
on  Friday,  June  1 3.  Crossover  is 
sponsored  by  local  Baptist 
associations,  the  state  conven¬ 
tion  and  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  To  register,  call  the 
Dallas  Baptist  Association  at 
(214)  324-2803  or  write,  Jana 
Young,  8001  East  RL  Thornton, 
Dallas,  TX  75228. 


r  CHURCH  V 
^  RENOVATIONS  J 

Specializing  in  church 

RENOVATIONS,  RESTORA¬ 
TIONS,  NEW  CONSTRUCTION 
AND  DESIGN: 

Steeples,  steeple  repair 
and  restoration; 

Pews;  Carpeting; 
Baptismals;  Painting;  Signs 
and  more. 

,-a(1  (601)  425-5729  for  a  free  brochure 

C  .BROGDON  CONSTRUCTION 
I  Laurel,  MS 


- .  Serving  the  construction 

k  needs  of  South 

Mississippi  since  1979  , 


I 


Wounded  missionary  helped  by  'angel 


bullet  entered  the  back  of  he  disappeared  after  accompa- 
Debbie  Ayers'  head,  burrowed  nying  the  Mennonite  mission- 
under  her  scalp  for  about  an  ary  back  to  the  port  to  retrieve 
inch,  and  then  exited  with  only  the  Ayers'  passports. 

ng  blow  to  the  skull.  The  Mennonite  man  turned 

're  hard-headed,"  he  to  thank  the  stranger  for  his 
ited.  kindness,  but  he  was  gone. 

"  she  replied  with  a  "They  were  standing  togeth- 
fust  like  Albanians.  I  er  in  an  open  area,"  Bert  Ayers 
tat  makes  me  a  sister."  said. 

doctor  laughed,  maybe  "There  was  nowhere  he 
irst  time  that  day,  as  he  could  have  gone;  nothing  he 
desperate  conditions  at  could  have  ducked  behind. 
ieged  hospital  with  no  "We're  all  convinced  he  was 

an  angel,"  he  explained. 

Angel  or  not,  "he  came  just 
in  time  and  knew  just  where  to 

f;o  and  what  to  do  and  then 
eft,"  marveled  Debbie  Ayers. 

"God  was  with  us  the  whole 
way.  I've  always  known  that 
danger  goes  with 'The  job  of 
being  a  missionary  and  tnat  we 
have  to  place  our  trust  in  God. 

"This  shows  how  big  he  is," 
she  said. 


You  can  find 
the  missing 

PEACE 


tried  to  suppress  the  blood  flow,  gue 
The  Albanian  stranger,  who  1 
remains  a  mystery  to  the  mis-  for 
sionaries  to  this  day,  navigated  fou; 
what  they  recall  as  "a  very  the 
strange  path."  electricity 

He  guided  them  quickly  and  Debbie  Ayers'  sense  of 
daringly  through  a  series  of  humor  has  remained  intact 
turns  and  shortcuts  that  they  although  she,  her  husband,  and 
say  "didn't  look  like  places  we  three  cnildren  still  recoil  at  the 
could  go."  thought  of  the  horror  leading 

They  made  it  each  time,  up  to  their  eventual  evacuation 
trimming  many  minutes  and  a  to  Italy. 

lot  of  bumpy  road  off  the  high-  She  does  not  laugh  at  men- 
speed  dash  to  the  hospital.  tion  of  the  stranger  who  has 

Medical  personnel  at  the  not  been  seen  since, 
hospital  stopped  the  bleeding  As  suddenly  as  he  appeared. 


The  Prince  of 
Peace  extends  a 
wonderful  invitation  to  you. 


1.  His  love  gives  us  peace. 
This  is  his  promise: 

"Perfect  love  casts  out  fear." 

(I  John  4:18)  When  we  ask 
Christ  into  our  lives,  his  love 
chases  away  fear. 


NOBTS  plans  bivo  meet 


2.  His  promise  of  eternal  life 
gives  us  peace. 

The  Bible  says,  "The  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life."  (Romans 
6:23)  God  provides  eternal  life 
through  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  his  Son. 


Coast  churches  set 
Easter  celebration 


The  annual  Mid-South  ministers 
Bivocational  Celebration,  a  an  option 
weekend  of  renewal  and  fellow-  Cost  ol 
ship  for  bivocational  pastors  and  tion  is  $3 
their  spouses,  will  be  held  at  istration. 
New  Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  banquet, 
in  New  Orleans  on  April  4-5. 

Dean  Doster,  new  executive 
director  of  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  Convention,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker. 

Dale  Holloway  of  Florence 
(Miss,),  national  consultant  for 
bivocational  ministries  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  (HMB)  in 
Atlanta,  will  discuss  HMB  sup¬ 
port  and  resources. 

Activities  include  a  Friday 
evening  banquet,  conferences, 
worship,  planning  sessions. 


Choir  members  from  at  sing  "Make  Us  One,"  a  musi- 
least  19  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  cal  co-written  and  performed 
churches  will  join  Christian  by  Mason  to  encourage  heal- 
recording  artist  Babbie  Mason  ing  and  understanding  within 
at  7  p.m.  on  March  30  for  a  the  Christian  church, 
multi-denominational  musical  A  dramatic  portrayal  of 
Easter  celebration  at  the  Jesus  and  the  12  disciples  will 
Mississippi  Coast  Convention  accompany  the  musical  per¬ 
center  on  Highway  90  in  formance,  which  will  be 
Biloxi.  "  enhanced  by  special  lighting 

The  event  is  the  fourth  in  a  and  other  effects, 
series  of  racial  reconciliation  The  worship  service  will 
and  spiritual  awakening  ral-  also  include  a  celebration  of 
lies  that  began  last  year  along  the  Lord's  Supper  and  the 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Ascension. 

Joint  worship  services  are  held  All  Christian  churches  and 
every  fifth  Sunday  to  signify  individuals  are  invited  to  par- 
the  unity  of  the  coast's  tidpate.  For  more  information, 
Christian  churches.  contact  Zeno  Wells,  minister  of 


3.  His  promise  to  walk  with 
us  through  life  gives  us 
peace. 

Jesus  said,  "In  me  you  may 
have  peace.  In  this  wojld  you 
have  tribulation,  but  take 
courage;  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  (John  16:33) 
Jesus  extends  his  promise  of 
peace  to  us,  but  we  must 
respond  by  accepting  him  as 
the  missing  piece  in  our  lives. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of  ■■pp  -^HH| 
crawling  over  the  ^E^^_S|a| 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  1 5-passenger  van  with 

i  i  aisle  raiSHfl  root  &  ■  , '  /*„■* 

electric  step. 

Cal  Tri-State  Wan  &  Bus  Today!  1 -B00-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


fyfJotidetjul  (^Ufeekend  of 


at  the  dmoky 

Mountain 
Convention 
Center  in 
Pigeon  Forge, 
Tennessee 


You  can  make  that  commit¬ 
ment  today  by,  (1)  admitting 
you  need  God,  (2)  confessing 
your  sins  to  him,  and  (3)  by 
faith,  receiving  Christ  as  Lord. 


m  concert 

with  the 

Park  Place  Choir 


If  you  make  a  decision  for  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
for  spiritual  guidance. 


Larry  Little 

Cynthia  Clawson 


The  Talley  Ti 


Park  Place  Baptist  Church 
5707  Highway  80  E. 
Brandon/Pearl,  MS 
939-6282 


BRANSON,  MO  CONDO 
FOR  RENT 

3BR,  3  bath  CONDO.  Rent  thru  owner  and 
save  Ideal  for  family  or  couples.  Golf,  swim¬ 
ming  and  fishing  on  location.  39  Music 


Available  at: 

Baptist  Book  Store 
Maranatha  Bookstore 
Agape  Bookstore 
Family  Bookstore 


shows,  Silver  Dollar  City  and  Bass  Pro 
Shop  nearby.  2  King,  1  Queen  bed,  Queen 


sleeper  sofa,  recliners,  AC,  4  TVs,  VCR, 
towels  and  linens  furnished,  washer,  dryer 
&  fully  equipped  kitchen  For  information 


Call  939-6282  about  group  discounts 


Baptist  Record 


March  27, 1997 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  \o>h^rwhisp 


'our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


March  27,  1997 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


Mississippi  Acteens  Convention 

Hand  In  With  God 


Qn  Christ, 
faking  a  (J)ifft 


SPEAKERS: 

Bill  Baker 
May  20-23 

Keith  Carpentt 
May  26-28 

John  Yates 
May  29-3 1 


For  more  information 
please  call  the 
Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
at  1-800-748-1651 
or  968-3800  in 


Ramada  Inn  Convention  Center 
Tupelo,  Miss. 

April  18-19, 1997 

Special  Guests 

$  Russell  &  Melinda  Kyzar,  missionaries 
$  Jan  Turrentine,  editor  of  Accent 
%  “Fishermen,”  Mississippi  State  BSU  musicians 
Register  by  April  4  using  the  form  below: 


Gufjsftore  (JJaptist  y^ssembfy 


^Pass  Christian 


Church/Association 

Contact  Person _ 

Address _ 


“A  cTlm«  Jor 

(Extravagance.... 
gn  (Worship 
(In  (Ainistr^" 


Please  attach  a  list  with  names  of  girls  and  leaders  attending 

No.  of  Acteens/Leaders _ x  $25/person  =  Total  enclosed  $ _ 

(Fee  includes  program  fee,  room  and  one  meal.) 

Mail  checks  made  payable  to  WMU  to: 

MAC,  WMU 

_  P.O.Box  530 


(Mississippi  baptist 
Secretaries 
Conference 


g/l  Eleventh  Annual 

Mississippi  Baptists  in 
V Broadcasting  Workshop 

April  18-19,  1997 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

Special  Guests:  Ted  Baehr,  Gary  Underwood,  and 
.  _ Jack  J&hnson 


ip  v^araywa 
inton,  (Xlss. 


tfor  more  Information,  caff  the 
Church  ^\4ministraHon/(Pastoraf  <X|nlstries 
(Department  at  1-800-748-1651. 


For  more  information,  call  Broadcast  Services  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800. 


mmms.'wittmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 


mammmmmmm 


On  these  two  pages  you  will  find  some 
general  information  about  the  assorted 
conferences  being  offered  this  summer  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly.  We  hope  this 
short  synopsis  proves  helpful  to  you  and 
motivates  you  to  want  to  know  more  about 
the  conferences. 

ABOUT  GULFSHORE 

Accommodations  vary  from  rooms  j^ith  two 
single  beds  to  those  with  four  bunk  beds.  Handi¬ 
capped  accommodations  are  available  in  all  types  of 
rooms.  All  rooms  are  equipped  with  private  bath 
facilities,  and  each  room  has  separately  controlled 
heating  and  cooling  units.  Provisions  for  recreation 
include:  beachfront  swimming  area,  a  mutiple-use 
playing  area  for  ball  games,  fishing,  two  tennis 
courts,  and  an  Olympic  swimming  pool. 


If  you  see  a  conference  that  you  are  interested  in 
attending  and  desire  more  information,  please  call 
the  sponsoring  department  of  the  conference  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800,  or  contact  the 
assembly  manager  at:  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS,  Phone 
(601)  452-7261. 

Note:  Mastercard  and  Visa  can  now  be  used  to 
make  reservations  and  for  payment  of  bills 
at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 


»  Gulfshore 

Music  Leadership 
Conference 

"A  j 

A  conference  designed  with  the  lead¬ 
ers  your  church's  music  program  in 
mind.  Come  and  learn  new  and  unique 
ways  of  enlarging  the  music  ministry 
where  you  serve. 


Cost: 

“A"  Unit  -  $84.30 
"C"  Unit  -  $78 


Registration:  10  a.m. 
Orientation:  12:45  p.m. 
Handbell  Auditions:  3  p.m. 


May  20-23 
May  24-26 
May  26-28 
May  29-31 


|une  2-6 
June  6-10 
June  10-14 
June  14-18 
June  19-23 
June  23-27  ^ 
June  27-July  1 


July  1-5 
July  5-9 
July  10-12 
July  12-17 
July  17-19 

July  19-24 
July  24-26 

July  24-26 
July  26-31 
July  31  -Aug.  2 


Aug.  2-7 


Gulfshore  Schedule 

1997 

I  Senior  Adult  Conference  (DJLFM) 
Single  Adult  Conference  (D&TM) 

II  Senior  Adult  Conference  (D8^FM) 

III  Senior  Adult  Conference  (D&FM) 


I  Youth  Conference 

II  Youth  Conference 

III  Youth  Conference  .  ...Drm 

>  (MBCB) 

IV  Youth  Conference 

V  Youth  Conference 

VI  Youth  Conference 
HeartSong  ‘97  (CM) 


Family  Enrichment  Conference  (D8JM) 
Young  Musicians’  Conference  (CM) 
Music  Leadership  Conference  (CM) 

1  Centrifuge  (BSSB) 

I  GROWING  CHURCHES  THROUGH 
MISSIONS  AND  MINISTRY  (MBCB) 

II  Centrifuge  (BSSB) 

II  GROWING  CHURCHES  THROUGH 
BIBLE  STUDY  (MBCB) 

Church  Media  Library  Conference  (DBS) 

III  Centrifuge  (BSSB) 

III  GROWING  CHURCHES  THROUGH 
DISCIPLESHIP  (D&vFM) 


IV  Centrifuge  (BSSB) 


■ 


« 


For  -nh-fZth  graders 

Your  youth  will  learn 
songs  and  drama  parts 
from  The  Ultimate 
Youth  Choir  Book, 
published  by  Word. 

;;  This  is  a  wonderful 
/opportunity  for  them  to 
grow  spiritually  and  musi¬ 
cally  and  to  meet  youth 
from  all  over  the  state. 


Ttf  - 


1997  STATE  SINGLES  RETREAT 

(RILFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY  •  MAY  2  4  -  26 


Co* 


‘Highlight- 


O^urcft,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  II  years  as  minister  with  singles 

Scheldt,  China  Grove,  NC  (Ihree-time  recording  artist) ;  Pam  Bell, 

La.  (recording  artist);  and  Paul  Stupha,  Tupelo,  Miss,  ^contemporary 
) 


Surf  Sounds;  l 

Vlchi  Pilechi,  Greenwood,  with  guitar  by  Wayne  Pinherti x\,  Greenville 

Seafood  Banquet  Ice  Cream  fellowship  T-Shirt 

SUNDAY  TRACK  OPPORTUNITIES:  New  Orleai\s,  Coastal  Experiences,  Canoeing,  Ship  Island, 

and  much  mofc! 

COST 

$87.60  (Unit  A  -  two  in  a  room)  $81 .30  (  Unit  C  -  four  in  a  room) 

SEND  TO: 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 


„  1997  ^ 

Growing  Churches  for 

0Tomorrow 


As  easy  as 


An  'Exciting  lI\cw 
format  JJTtat 

(Includes  (tytircc  Great 
‘Weekends  qJo 
('hoosc  3Fronif' 


1 


An  excellent  opportunity  for 
your  organizational  leaders  to 
receive  instruction  in  the  latest 
training  methods  and  materi¬ 
als.  Please  encourage  atten- 
i  dance  at  one,  two,  or  all  three 

I  conferences. 


xt  With*  '47 


the  distance  if  we  are  to 
become  like  Him. 


CAMP  DATE 

CAMP  PASTOR 

CAMP  MUSICIAN 

June  2-6 

James  Lewis 

FBC,  New  Albany 

Kevin  Williams 

Columbus 

June  6-10 

Daniel  Hawthorne 

1 M  SBC,  Coffeeville 

Kevin  Williams 
yp*  Columbus 

June  10-14 

™  Greg  Wamock 

Tate  Street  BC 

Corinth 

Kevin  Williams 

Columbus 

June  14-18 

Jason  Bird 

Fifteenth  Avenue  BC 
’Meridian 

Heith  Wilkinson 

K  Yazoo  City 

June  19-23 

Rob  Boyd 

FBC,  Clinton 

Kevin  Williams 

Columbus 

June  23-27 

Gary  Permenter 

Mt.  Vernon  BC 

Kevin  Williams 

Columbus 

Cotumbus 

Purpose:  To  use  creative  Bible  study,  special  interest  studies,  fun  recreation, 
and  evangelistic  celebrations  in  a  retreat  setting  to  challenge  youth  to  live  for 
God. 

Cost:  $128  per  person.  A  $30  deposit  per  person  is  required  with  registration. 
This  is  a  Youth  Camp  experience  your  church  can  afford  and  it’s  as  close  as 
Mississippi  Baptists’  own  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian,  Miss. 


July  J7-1S*  1  July  24-25  •  July  31-Aug,2 


c 


Disci  pfi  n  g 
the 


Registration:  Begins  on  March  1,  1997.  This  should  be  sent  to  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571.  For  registration 
information,  call  601-452-7261. 

Information:  For  program  information,  call  Mark  Lott  or  Jim  Didlake  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  968-3800. 


Family  Conferences: 

•  “TeamKID”  -  Preschoolers/Children 

•  Mini-Centrifuge  -  Youth 

•  Couples 

•  Men’s  Ministry 

•  Single  Parenting/Women’s  Ministry 

-  led  by  Pam  Bell,  Bogalusa,  La. 

•  Power  of  Prayer  -  James  Richardson 

Family  Perspectives 

•  Family  Feud 

Unbound  drama  team  from  Hattiesburg 
Magic  from  the  Battle  family,  Brandon 
Morning  Watch 


Ramify 


Family  Enrichment  Week 


•  Barbecue  Supper 

•  Whole  “free”  day 
•,  Ice  cream  and  watermelon 

fellowships 


Registration:  1:30  p.m.  (Tuesday,  July  1) 
Departure:  10  a.m.  (Saturday,  July  5) 


young  Musicians'  Conference 
A  Great  Music  Camp  For  Children 

for  those  who  have  finished  grades  4-6 

Plan  to  send  your  children  this  summer  for 
an  experience  they  will  never  forget. 

The  guest  music  dfrector  will  be 
Linda  Boyd,  choir  coordinator  FBC,  Atlanta, 
and  the  camp  pastor  will  be 
Jerry  Glass,  pastor  of  Dry  Creek  BC, 
Florence. 

Be  sure  to  register  early! 


March  28-April  10,  1997 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


Spirituality  is  the  reWarb  of  supplication,  but  not  necessarily  of  any  other  form  of  service. 
man  may  preach  anb  be  unreal,  but  he  cannot  pray  anb  be  unreal,  for  the  prayer  that  reaches 
heaven  is  a  w brk  of  the  'Holy  Spirit.  "True  prayer  begets  in  the  heart  lo\re.  peace,  joy.  patience. 
Wisbom.  trust,  sincerity,  courage,  anb  compassion  -  inbeeb.  all  that  is  biVine.  so  that  Whatever  gains 
others  may  berii’e  from  our  praying,  w/e  ourselves  are  most  largely  enricheb. 

-  SMethob  in  'Prayer  by  'W  Qraham 


On  Easter,  we  celebrate  the 
good  news  of  Jesus'  victory 
over  sin  and  death.  As  we 
celebrate  new  life  in  Christ 
pray  that  we  will  obey  His 
command  *0  takeHSe  good 
news  about  Hfmio  ill  peo¬ 
ple.  i)  V  J 


Former  International  Service 
Corps  workers,  Dennis  and 
Becky  Walker,  are  to  arrive 
back  in  Gaza  as  career  work¬ 
ers  in  the  fall.  Give  praise 
for  this  couplejMnswer  to 
God's  work  iBfjheir  lives  as 
He  has  drawiflnifn  to  the 
Palestinian  peapfe 


Fierce  spiritual  warfare  is  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  Malaysia  as 
Satan  tries  to  close  and  lock 
all  doors  of  opportunity  for 
the  Malay  people  to  hear  and 
respond  to  the  gospel.  Ask 
the  Lord  t# set  beton?  the 
Malay  peopf*,an  (Jpen  door 
of  free  acqjessjo  tffp  gospel 
message.  ”  ’ 

For  the  State  Secretaries 
Conference;  Camp  Garaywa; 
10  am,  7th-4  pm,  8th;  spon¬ 
sored  by  Church 
Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries. 


7 


Pray  that  missionaries 
George  and  Beth  Wilson  will 
be  able  to  extend  their  visas 
(their  permission  to  live  in 
New  Zealand)  through  May 
20,  when  they  will  begin 
their  final  fucMbgh  before 


retirement.  Tt 
ing  with  a  nui 
who  are  open 


fy  are  work¬ 
er  of  people 
i  the  gospel. 


Praise  the  Lord  that  Dr. 
Sramila,  a  resident  in  obstet¬ 
rics  and  gynecology  at 
Bangalore  Baptist  (Hospital, 
India,  gave  her  life  to  Jesus 


and  was  rec 
Pray  that  thi 
ness,  her  hi; 
will  also  rea1 
and  believe. 


baptized, 
her  wit- 
te  family 
ho  Jesus  is 


Pray  for  the  melting  down  of 
the  walls  in  the  hearts  of 
Muslims  against  God's  love 
in  Egypt. 


2 


The  40,000,000  Punjabis  in 
Pakistan  have  had  little  or  no 
opportunity  to  hear  the  truth 
about  God's  love.  In  recent 
months,  tFte  Lord  has  miracu¬ 
lously  openejladoor  for  wit¬ 
ness.  Pray  #iatjpod  will  call 
out  people  welter  this  door 
to  share  the'figfit  of  God's 
4pve  with  these  people. 


Pray  for  the  Reconciliation 
Seminar;  Lee  Baptist  associa¬ 
tion  office,  Tupelo,  7  pm, 

3rd- noon,  4th;  sponsored  by 
Missions  Extension  and 
AssociationffVlministration. 


T 


Baptist  representatives,  Brett 
and  Donna  Freemon  and 
their  three  children,  Chelsea, 
Alexander  and  Eric,  live  in 
Kathmandu,  Nepal.  Brett 
teaches  computer  science  at 
Kathmanck  Uqiwvsity.  Ask 
God  to  gw  Bfetl  *nd  Donna 
proficiencj  in|heKepali  lan¬ 
guage  ancginclaafed  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  effectively  share 
the  truth  with  inquirers. 


Pray  that  the  393,811  people 
baptized  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches  during  1996  will 
be  discipled  and  become 
mature  Christians. 


28 


For  Youth  Musicians  Choral 
Adjudication;  FBC,  Clinton, 
7-9  pm;  sponsored  by  the 
Church  Music  Department. 
For  the  Leadership  Training 
Conferencejfulfshore 
Assembly;  fwn,  4th-10:30 
am,  6th,  spsAbred  by 
Department  oT  Student  Work. 


There  were  1 ,458  new 
Southern  Baptist  churches 
started  in  the  United  States 
during  1 996.  Pray  that  they 
will  have  a  strong  Christian 
influence  in  the  areas  where 
they  are  J 


'29 


For  the  State  Young  Musicians 
Choral  Festival;  Mississippi 
College;  8:45  am-1 :30  pm; 
sponsored  by  the  Church 
Music  Department.  For 
Regional  “Teaching  With 
Vision"  Corkwances;  Calvary 
BC,  Tupelofc&C,  Holly 
Springs/N. CrSkiwood  BC, 
GreenwoO^JMim-noon;  spon¬ 
sored  by  theBible  Study  Team. 


Gordon  and  Donna  Alford 
musical  duo,  Vancleave 


Marvina  Hooper 
FMB,  Honduras 


Marjean  Patterson 
WMU  executive  director 
MBCB 


Put  some  sizzle  in  your  summer! 


WOMAN'S  WEEKENDER! 

June  26-30, 1 997 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center 
Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina 

Cost:  $289 

(covers  transportation  on  motorcoach, 
two  nights  lodging  at  Holiday  Inn,  and 
your  room  and  board  at  Ridgecrest) 

The  weekender,  for  women  only,  will  provide 
three  special  days  of  Bible  study,  prayer,  min¬ 
istry  ideas,  personal  spiritual  growth  confer¬ 
ences,  missions  encounters,  music,  and  fel¬ 
lowship.  Featured  guests  will  include 
Christian  music  artist  Karla  Worley,  author 
and  speaker  Barbara  Joiner,  and  popular 
speaker  and  writer  Rhonda  Kelley. 

> 

To  reserve  your  place  at  this  first  ever 
Woman’s  Weekender,  your  name  and  a  $100 
deposit  is  due  by  April  1,  1997. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jan  Cossitt  in 
the  WM(J  office  at  968-3800 
.  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

April  11-12,  1997  '*l\: 

4  p.m.,  Friday  -  noon,  Saturday 

Cost:  850  -  lodging,  three  meals;  835  -  meals  only;  820  -  no  meals,  no  lodging 
Limited  rooms  are  available  on  a  first-come-first-served  basis. 

Full  refunds  until  March  11  (transferable  registrations  only  thereafter). 

Mail  to:  WMU  Conference,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 

100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 
Registration 

Church/Associatl 


Phone 


Phone 


Contact  Person. 
Address _ 


State. 


total  enclosed  8. 


No.  of  women 


HCC  revival  results  in  22  faith  professions 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


t  ommumtv  L.  ollego  (HCC  ).  Kelh  p  raised  l.wkson  tor  his  L|8  ^  b.  ***-’:.•  - 

Goodman,  resulted  in  22  protvs-  w  illingness  to  gi\e  time  to  •*  '  »»#  i’^.  "*  ®  *&jif 

sums  reued  ica-  preparing  W[Z%k-4 

Ministries,  evangelist  tor  the  led  a  witnessing  seminar  tor  *$’*  »‘  ,  "Hfe'lfr.ij  .»  ||»||j| 

Feb.  24-26  crusade.  our  students/'  Kelly  "We 

The  spiritual  emphasis  week  had  one  girl  sav  ed  from  that 
was  hosted  by  the  HCC  Baptist  experience."  '"‘C*- 

Student  Union  (BSU)  and  co-  Another  unique  aspect  was  ..  -t I rZW  M  y* 

sponsored  by  the  BSU,  local  bringing  together  Christian  stu-  ?  M^Sgjjj 

businessmen.  Harvesting  dents  from  other  campuses.  V^^Ji  t?T*y  f| 

Ministries,  and  several  local  "It  was  great  to  see  God  ■HP**'*’ -'  A  IfJSLif 

churches,  said  Michael  Kelly,  using  students  from  other  cam-  Dft  ffB|*'“r;V;-''~-V.  1  j‘W  V*  ^t*| 

BSU  director  at  HCC.  puses  in  our  worship  services. 

Each  night,  a  different  college  "Students  began  to  reach  out  SEEKING  THE  LORD  —  Students  kneel  at  the  altar  during  the 
singing  group  was  featured.  to  other  students,  recognizing  invitation  given  at  the  campus  revival  at  Holmes  Community 

On  Monday,  the  Praise  their  need  to  accept  Christ  as  College  in  Goodman  on  Feb.  24-26.  (BR  special  photo) 

Band  from  Mississippi  State  savior.  Gary  Jackson  did  a  great 
University  BSU  in  Starkville  led  job,"  Kelly  said, 
in  worship.  HCC  BSU  is  a  ministry  of  the 

On  Tuesday,  the  42-voice  Student  Work  Department  of 
Hinds  Community  College  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 


vention  Board  (MBCB). 

For  more  information  on  BSU 
and  student  work  contact  Jerry 
Merriman,  MBCB  Student  Work 


Director,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone  (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


1997  Miss.  Bible  Drills  set  around  state  in  April 

1997  Bible  Drills  will  take  First  Church,  Senatobia.  Hills  Church,  Jackson.  College  in  Hattiesburg,  and. 

place  in  12  locations  around  the  ♦  April  15,  3-4:30  p.m.:  ♦  April  21,  3-4:30  p.m.:  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton, 

state  during  the  month  of  April.  First  Church,  McComb;  and  First  Church,  Hattiesburg;  and  For  more  information,  contact 

More  than  3,000  children  and  'First  Church,  Greenwood.  First  Church,  Meridian.  DFM  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 

youth  participate  each  year  in  the  ♦  April  17,  3-4:30  p.m.:  The  Youth  Selection  Touma-  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 

drills,  administered  by  the  First  Church,  Tupelo;  and  First  ment,  for  young  people  in  the  968-3800  or  toll-free  outside 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Church,  Saltillo.  seventh  through  the  ninth  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


reque 


♦  Project  423:  North  La 
Junta  Church  needs  help  in  pur¬ 
chasing  and  refurbishing  a  _ 


building  and  9.23  acres" 
land.  Response  is  needed 
by  May  1,  1997.  Contact 
Pastor  Brad  Coffins,  1321 
Cimarron,  La  Junta,  < 


‘ The  (Body  of  Christ 
United  in  Praise 


Easter  Sunday  Evening 

March  30,  1997  at  7:00  p.m. 

Mississippi  Coast  Convention  Center 

in  Biloxi 


Baptist 


Trinity 


A  ‘Worship  ‘Experience  celebrated 
by  the  churches  of  the  Qidf  Coast  Area 

zvith  special guest  artist 


Adds  Third  Morning  Worship 

8:00  a.m.  First  Worship 
9:00  a.m.  Second  Worship  and 
First  Bible  Study 
10:30  a.m.  Third  Worship  and 

Second  Bible  Study 

Construction  begins  this  summer 
on  our  new  2,700  seat  Worship 
Center 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


it  Cushions  it  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  it  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
.  Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Dr.  Jim  Butler,  Pastor 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Southaven,  Mississippi 


March  27, 1997- 
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SEEKING  TENN.  BSU  ALUMS  STANDING  TOGETHER 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's 
discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (While  church  membership  is 
not  required,  Mississippi  Baptists' 
lettersnwiir receive  priority  when 
.  space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgment  of  the  edi¬ 
tor  a  given  issue  has  received  suf¬ 
ficient  attention,  correspondence 
dealing  with  it  will  no  longer  be 
published  and  a  notice  will  be 
printed  to  that  effect. 


Correction 

On  page  four  of  the  March 
20  issue,  the  time  for  the  April 
2  performance  of  the 
Southern  Seminary  Choir  at 
Broadmoor  Church,  lackson, 
was  incorrectly  listed  by  the 
seminary  as  7  p.m.  The  cor¬ 
rect  time  is  6  p.m. 


Editor: 

This  year  marks  the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  ministry 
in  Southern  Baptist  life.  I  am 
nearing  completion  of  my 
research  into  tne  history  of  BSU 
work  in  Tennessee  and  will 
soon  begin  writing.  If  any  read¬ 
ers  are  alumni  of  any  of 
Tennessee  BSU  and  are  willing 
to  share  written  testimonies. 
Xerox  copies  of  articles,  or  pho¬ 
tography,  please  contact  me  at 
619  N.  Tennessee  Blvd., 
Murfreesboro,  TN  37130  or  call 
(615)  893-5035. 

Charles  L.  Nored 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 


PAUL  SETS  HOMECOMING 

Editor: 

Paul  Church,  Scobey,  is  plan¬ 
ning  a  Homecoming  Day  in 
June.  The  homecoming  commit¬ 
tee  is  trying  to  locate  all  former 
members  and  staff  members. 

We  want  to  extend  a  person¬ 
al  invitation  to  each  of  these 
along  with  their  families  to  be 
with  us  on  this  day. 

In  order  to  receive  a  person¬ 
al  invitation,  please  call  the 
church  at  (601)  647-3034)  or 
write  to  Paul  Church,  P.  O.  Box 
125,  Scobey,  MS  38953. 

Abbie  K  Cox 

Scobey 


ALA.  PLANNING  REUNION 
Editor: 

Mississippi  Baptists  who 
served  as  summer  missionar¬ 
ies  through  Alabama  Baptist 
Student  Unions  and  Campus 
Ministries  are  invited  to 
attend  the  program's  50th 
anniversary  reunion  April  26 
at  Green  Valley  Church  in 
Birmingham.  ‘ 

The  program  begins  at  7 
p.m.  ana  is  followed  by  a  recep¬ 
tion  sponsored  by  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Association  Woman's  Mis- 
sionaiy  Union. 

Although  the  event  recog¬ 
nizes  the  work  of  former  sum¬ 
mer  missionaries,  others  also 
may  attend. 

If  you  plan  to  come,  please 
call  the  Campus  Ministries 
Department  of  the  Baptist  State 
Board  of  Missions  toll-free  at 
(800)  264-1225. 

A  nursery  will  be  provided 
for  pre-school  children.  Please 
register  your  children  when 
you  call. 

David  Reid 

Montgomery,  Ala. 


Editor: 

We  read  and  hear  it  more 
and  more:  "Come  and  be  a  part 
of  our  group  or  church,  we 
accept  all  ^denominations.4' 
Many  use  the  words  of  Jesus 
recorded  in  John  17:11,  20-23  to 

grove  their  point  in  the  matter, 
ut  is  that  what  Jesus  said?  . 
Jesus  prayedjfor  a  oneness 
of  spirit.  He  was  not  praying 
for  outward  organic  union.  The 
Father  and  the  Son  are  distinct 
personalities  within  the  God- 
nead,  but  in  their  relationship 
as  one  they  enjoy  the  unity  of 
spirit  and  love.  It  was  this  for 
which  Jesus  prayed  with 
respect  to  his  disciples. 

This  does  not  mean  the 
union  of  all  churches  under  one 
creed,  one  government,  one 
form  of  worship.  This  would  be 
the  worse  thing  that  could  hap¬ 
pen  to  the  spiritual  life  of  tne 
churches. 

Christ  alone  can  bring  spiri¬ 
tual  unity  among  believers  in 
him.  Bible  teachings  are  always 
overlooked  by  those  in  a  rush 
to  get  everybody  together. 
Christians  are  well  advised  to 
steer  clear  of  ecumenical 
endeavors  whenever,  wherever, 
and  with  whomever  they 
appear. 

What  union  we  have  must 
be  based  on  a  unity  of  convic¬ 
tions  about  the  truth  of  God's 
Word.  Not  superficial  union, 
but  for  a  standing  together 
based  upon  eternal  truth. 

Jim  Burke 
Waynesboro 


COUNTRY  IN  A  MESS 
Editor: 

"Elijah  was  a  man  subject  to 
like  passions  as  we  are,  and  he 
prayed  earnestly  that  it  might 
not  rain;  and  it  rained  not  on  the 
earth  by  the  space  of  three  years 
and  six  montns."  James  5:17. 

God's  precious  word  teaches 
us  from  Genesis  to  Revelation 
how  powerful  prayer  is  in  the 
mouth  of  the  believer,  but  how 
many  of  us  are  praying  for  our 
leaders,  judges,  and  law  enforce¬ 
ment?  Jesus  tells  us  through  the 
apostle  Paul  in  I  Tim.  2:2  that  we 
are  to  do  this  so  that  we  will  lead 
peaceable  lives. 

We  are  in  a  mess  in  our  great 
country.  Corruption  in  govem- 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 

in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Super  $33 
Group  Pke.  induces  the  best  ($14.50) 


ment,  crack  cocaine  killing  our 
children,  as  well  as  the  terrible 
TV  programs  teaching  sex  and 
violence. 

In  a  Baptist  program  I  heard 
that  the  United  States  was  only 
about  third  in  the  world  with 
the  number  of  Christians.  We 
need  help. 

We  need  people  praying 
earnestly.  We  need  laborers  for 
the  harvest.  The  harvest  is  ripe 
but  who  will  go? 

I  challenge  you  to  pray  with 
me.  I  don't  want  _my  six-ypar- 
old  daughter  on  crack  and  I 
don't  want  your  children  on  it. 
Please  pray  without  ceasing. 
Believe  me,  I  know  what  it  can 
do.  I  see  it  daily. 

Kenneth  Patterson 

New  Augusta 


MARRY  INSIDE  BELIEF 

Editor: 

I  noticed  in  the  March  6 
(issue)  the  letter  to  the  editor, 
"Races  not  to  be  mixed." 

I  go  with  that.  It  goes  against 
the  Holy  Word.  Lev.  21:13-15 
says  you  will  take  (as)  your 
wife  a  virgin  from  your  own 
people.  When  God  made  this 
world  and  the  people,  it  was 
his  will  each  spouse  would  be  a 
virgin  when  married  —  only 
death  to  part  them.  Fornication 
is  the  only  excuse  on  Earth  for 
divorce.  According  to  that,  it's 
wrong  for  black  and  white  to 
have  Dabies  together  (in)  my 
opinion.  We  are  all  God's  cre¬ 
ation,  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  (but)  I  believe  God 
intended  for  races  and  church 
denominations  not  to  marry 
outside  their  beliefs. 

Paul  H.  Chadwick 

Jayess 


Group  Pke.  includes  the  best  ($14.50) 
Tickets,  plus  fun,  lodging,  and  meals. 
Our  25tn  year  of  Christian  service! 
KELLER'S  COUNTRY  DORM 
(501)  253-8418 


_ _ ,3Sjp  ' 

Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 

Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 

All  Sizes 

1-800-423-9826 

Sales  and  Rentals 

1-601-924-1982 

READ  ALL  OVER  WORLD 

Editor: 

It's  gratifying  to  know  that 
"The  Baptist  Record"  is  read  all 
over  the  world. 

A  letter  came  horn  Togo,  West 
Africa,  asking  for  the  booklets 
on  the  "International  Friendship 
Family  program"  plan. 

The  writer,  Dumenya  K.  Iba 
David  explained,  "These  will 
help  us  to  better  understand 
internationals  in  our  country 
who  come  from  a  different  cul¬ 
ture.  We  read  about  you  and 
your  ministry  with  internation¬ 
als  in  'The  Baptist  Record'  of 
August  22, 1996." 

Charles  and  Indy  Whitten 

Clinton 


WALNUT  GROVE  TO  MEET 

Editor: 

Walnut  Grove  Church, 
Walnut  Grove,  is  planning  a 
homecoming  in  September. 

It  will  be  the  150th  anniver¬ 
sary.  We  would  like  to  locate 
all  former  members  and  pas¬ 
tors  and  invite  them  to  the 
celebration. 

Please  take  the  time  to  write 
us  and  let  us  know  what  the 
church  has  meant  to  you  in  the 
past  or  some  event  that  had 
special  meaning  for  you  while 
you  were  here. 

We  would  also  like  to  have 
any  pictures  that  you  might 
have  taken  while  you  were 
here.  We  will  return  them  to 
you. 

Send  information  and  pic¬ 
tures  to  the  History  Committee, 
P.  O.  Box  182  Walnut  Grove,  MS 
39189. 

Jayne  Britt 

Walnut  Grove 


SEEKING  PART-TIME  MINISTER  Of  YOUTH  AND 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC.  If  interested 
send  resume  to:  North  McComb  Baptist  Church;  504 
Laurel  Street;  McComb,  MS  39648-2932. 

YOUTH  GROUP  NEED  FUNDS?  Call  Maestro 
Foods.  Inc.  For  information  on  selling  the  #1  food 
item  in  America,  PIZZA.  Individually  boxed 
pizza  kits  with  everything  needed  to  make  3  to  6 
twelve  inch  pizzas.  Proven  throughout  the  nation 
as  one  of  the  easiest  ways  to  earn  funds  for  any 
size  group.  Call  today  800-355-97%. 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church 
groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limited  free 
miles/  7-  to  1 5-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  (601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  steeples, 
&  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/judiciai 
robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s 
Robes,  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS. 

RETIRED}  PLANNING  RETIREMENT?  Insufficient 
income?  Need  second  income?  Men,  women. 

For  remedy,  call  1  -800-706-6237. _ 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAl  ministers  and 
music  directors:  Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$1,000  per  week  with  American 
Protective  Leads  furnished,  no  overnight  travel  or 
cash  investment  —  We  train  you.  Call  (601)  582- 
9000  for  confidential  interview. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games!  Other 
functions!  Curry  Creek  Outdoors  (601)  722-9000. 
AMAZING  FACTS  ABOUT  ANGELS.  Send 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope  BAD  Enterprises 

Box  603BR.  LomaJ-inda,  CA  92354. _ 

DALLAS  SBC  CONVENTION  ARRANGEMENTS: 
Affordable  hotel  packages:  Some/  walking  dis¬ 


tance.  Discount  airfares!  Alamo  rentals  start... 
$23Atev:  CHRISTIAN  TRAVELERS  1-800-972-8952. 
NEED  A  FUND  RAISER?  Buy  one  get  one  coupon 
books,  scratch-n-give  cards,  candy,  or  wrapping 

paper.  Call  Mike  at  CBI,  957-1019. _ 

FOR  SALE:  Adult  size  Oak  chairs,  bul¬ 
letin  Exsards,  tables,  pianos,  etc.  Phone 
Hernando  Baptist  Church  (601)  429-6361. 
NORTHCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MERIDIAN, 
MS  has  used  pews  for  sale.  For  more  information 
call  601-482-3498  and  leave  your  name  and 

number  with  the  secretary. _  _ 

SMALL  CHURCH  LOOKING  for  new  or  used 
sliding  partitions.  Call  Mike  Ramage,  pastor, 
College  Hill  Baptist  Church,  C.R.  472  #26, 
Vardaman,  MS  38878,  601-628-5290. 

NOTCH  ESTATES  -  BRANSON,  MO.  Condo,  1  mile 
west  of  Silver  Dollar  City.  2  BR  2  BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay 
3  nights,  4th  free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free  conti¬ 
nental  breakfast.  $95  daily.  601-746-4632. 

FOR  SALE:  1983  CMC  38  passenger  bus. 
Auto,  P.S.  Air  brakes,  AC/Heat.  $14,000.00. 

587-4195  or  587-4872.  _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian 
Design,  Fabrication,  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE 
SALES.  Cajl  (601)  483-3171  or  1  -800-368  2705. 
PEWS  FOR  SALE,  Cali  601-735-9450  or  601- 

735-2631.  _ 

18*  DISH  SATELLITE  America's  top  50 
channels  plus  30  CD's  with  Disney,  TBN, 
CBN,  $199.95.  $50.00  off  to  first  50  callers. 
$25.00  per  month  for  programming.  Only 
system  that  can  receive  SKY  ANGEL  (24 
hour  Christian  programming).  Call  Doulos 

Marketing  1-800-943-9040.  _ 

EVANGELIST  |AMES  E.  MESSER,  called  the 
“Mel  Tillis  of  evangelists',  is  available  for 
revivals,  rallies,  etc.  Call  1-800-653-6652. 
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Names  in  the  News 


Michael  Harris,  pianist,  is 
now  living  in  Brookhaven,  hav¬ 
ing  returned 
to  Mississippi 
to  care  for  nis 
ailing  mother. 

He  recently 
performed  at 
Carnegie 
Hall,  New 
York  City,  at  a 
gala  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  world 
of  fine  arts.  Hams 

Harris  is  avail¬ 
able  for  engagements.  He  can 
be  contacted  at  P,  O.  Box  3485, 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601  or  call 
(601)  835-0839. 

Shiloh  Church,  Marion 
Association,  held  Deacon 
Ordination  service  for  Roger 
Sullivan  on  Feb.  23.  Mack 
Carney  is  pastor. 

Moody  Adams  will  conduct 
two  2-nour  seminars  at 


Leesburg  Church,  Morton, 
April  7  and  8.  The  seminar  on 
Monday  is  "End  time  proph¬ 
esy"  and  on  Tuesday,  "How  to 
rear  teenagers  without  frustra¬ 
tion."  Both  seminars  will  begin 
at  6:45  p.m.  "The  Tuesday  sem¬ 
inar  will  be  beneficial  to  every¬ 
one  even  if  there  are  no  present 
or  future  teenagers  in  your 
home,"  said  Odus  Jackson,  pas¬ 
tor.  For  mbre  information  call 
(601)  854-5306. 

Babbie  Mason,  WORD 
recording  artist  and  songwriter, 
will  perform  Heritage  of  Faith 
concert  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  as  a  special  event  for 
women,  April  3,  at  7  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  (800) 
NOBTS-01,  ext.  3260. 

Anne  Washburn 

McWilliams,  39  years  on  the 
staff  of  "The  Baptist  Record," 
Jackson,  was  presented 
Mississippi  Media  Professionals 


highest  honor  for  1996, 
"Communicator  of 

Achievement."  A  native  of 
LaFayette,  Ala.,  McWilliams 
lives  in 

Clinton.  The 
award  was 
made  at  the 
50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of 

Mississippi 
Media 
Professionals, 

March  7-8, 
held  at  Old 

Waverly  Golf  McWilliams 
and  Country 

Club,  West  Point.  McWilliams 
will  compete  in  June  for  the 
national  title  at  the  60th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  National  Federation 
of  Press  Women  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  June  19-21. 

James  W.  Duke  has  complet- 


phy,  "The  Preacher 
and  Pauline."  Duke 
received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Mississippi 
College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

He  served  for  40 
years  in  the  min¬ 
istry  in  Alabama, 

Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana.  "The 
Preacher  and 
Pauline"  sells  for 
$6.  Duke  and  his 
wife  Pauline  may 
be  contacted  at  P.O. 

Box  1969,  Hamilton, 

AL  35570  or  call  (205)  921-9019. 

John  Ed  Snell  celebrated  his 
20th  anniversary  with  Utica 
Church,  Utica,  on  March  16.  He 
also  pastored  Utica  Church  in 
1967-1969. 


Fellowship  Church, 

Starkville,  recently  ordained 
Jerry  Dennis  as  deacon. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  J.  E. 
Sims,  pastor,  and  Dennis. 


Baptist  College  News 


Glade,  Laurel:  April  12-13; 
50th  anniversary;  Saturday 
activities  will  include  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  supper  at  5  p.m.  and 
Bo  Parker  will  be  presented  in 
concert  at  6:30  p.m.;  Sunday 
will  consist  of  Sunday  School, 
9:15  a.m.,  Fred  Williams,  first 
pastor,  preaching  at  10:30 
a.m.,  music  by  John  Kramer, 
former  minister  of  music, 
lunch,  and  Masterpeace 
Quartet  in  concert  at  1 :30 
p.m.;  Mike  Thompson,  pastor. 

First,  Sand  Hill  (Greene): 

April  13;  125th  anniversary; 
Gary  White,  former  pastor, 
currently  serving  in  Kilmichael 
community,  speaker. 


lliam  Carey  College  A  Lecture  Series  for 
Theatre  will  present  Women  Facing  the  Challenges 
''Reckless"  by  Craig  Lucas  as  of  the  21st  Century  will  be  pre- 
the  final  proauction  of  its  1996-  sen  ted  at  a  Women's  Lecture 
97  season.  Performances  are  at  and  Lunch  Series  on  April  15, 8 
8  pan.  on  April  10-12.  Seats  a.m.-4  p.nfi.  at  Mississippi 
may  be  reserved  by  calling  College.  Registration  per  per- 
(60l)  582-6221.  Regular  admis-  son  is  $60  before  April  9.  To 
sion  is  $6,  while  the  cost  for  register  or  for  additional  infor- 
non-Carey  students  is  $3.  matron  contact  Jesse  Murphree 

at  the  Office  of  Continuing 
The  characters  of  Winnie-  Education,  (601)  925-3263. 
tbe-Pooh  will  come  to  life  cm 

the  Garrett  stage  April  9-12  as  Mississippi  College  Office 
the  spring  production  of  Blue  of  Continuing  Education  will 
Mountain  College's  Theatre  present  the  10th  Annual 
Program.  Briefing  for  Secretaries  and 

The  production  is  based  on  Administrative  Assistants  lec- 
a  dramatization  of  A.  A.  ture  series,  a  live  interactive 
Milne's  work  by  Kristin  Sergei,  teleconference  on  April  23, 
Performances  will  be  April  11  10:30  a.iQ.-2  pan.  The  fee  is  $60 

at  7:30  p.m.  and  April  12  at  .  2  per  person,  including  lunch.  To 
pm.  For  ticket  information  and  register  or  for  additional  infor- 
reservations,  call  (601)  685-  mation  contact  Jesse  Murphree 
4771  ext.  31.  at  (601)  925-3263. 


Kenny  Carver,  pastor  of  Christ  Church,  Greenwood,  was 
ordained  on  Feb.  16.  Larry  Edwards,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Tchula, 
preached  the  service.  George  Meadows,  pastor  of  Immanuel 
Church,  Greenwood,  served  as  moderator.  Pictured,  from  left,  are 
Edwards  and  Carver. 


Church  Bgses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 
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available  at  the  Baptist  Book  Store  and  area  Christian  stores. 
For  group  discounts,  or  to  charge  by  phone,  please  call: 

Tickets  may  bo  subject  to  a  convenience  charge 

(601)857-2765  o,  1 -888-50GRACE 

,  „  (1-888-504-7223) 

srffl  4  [Si 


□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 
Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  —  | 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  j  ' 
(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement  I 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 


Low  Rates! 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50% 
on  prescription  c 

drugs!  □  Medicare  Sv 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-463-4348 


□  Medicare  Supplement  under 
age  65 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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Church  'marketing'  gets  message  across 


a  children's  fair  or  celebration.  Marketing  messages  must  be 
he  said.  sent  and  received  repeatedly, 

Manlove  praised  direct-mail  he  noted,  stressing,  "Once  is 
as  the  best  outreach  medium  not  enough." 
for  most  churches.  That's  why  a  church  that 

By  carefully  choosing  markets  its  message  must  com- 
where  the  pieces  are  to  be  mit  itself  to  the  strategy  over  a 
mailed  and  planning  a  multi-  period  of  time,  Manlove 

in  declared. 

even  "I  don't  think  there  can  be 
too  much  repetition  of  your 
message.  ... 

"We've  got  the  greatest 
product  in  the  world.  We  need 
to  market  it  in  a  way  that  will 
and  radio  ads  are  so  expensive  be  understandable  and  appeal- 
only  the  largest  churches  can 
afford  to  use  them  effectively, 

Manlove  said. 

Billboards  can  be  fairly  effec¬ 
tive  at  frequently  placing  a 
message  before  a  targeted  audi- 
te  said.  Door-to-door 
contact  is  very  rime-consuming 
and  difficult.  Telephoning  is 
better,  but  timing  of  calls  can  be 
a  problem,  he  added. 

"Timing  is  everything,"  he 
said  of  church  marketing 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (ABP)  visit  a  church  are  much  better 
—  Effective  marketing  strate-  prospects  than  people  inter- 
gies  for  churches  "get  the  right  rupted  at  home  by  door-to- 
message  to  the  right  person  at  door  visitation, 
the  rignt  time,"  public  relations  The  "right  message"  needs 
specialist  John  Manlove  told  a  to  have  several  elements, 
group  of  Baptist  ministers  and  Manlove  insisted, 
lay  leaders.  First,  it  must  be  personal,  he 

Church  "marketing"  is  the  said.  The  message  should  use  pie-mailing  str< 
task  of  getting  the  church's  words  such  as  "you"  and  "me,"  advance,  a  church 
message  to  unchurched  people  he  added,  urging  participants  limited  funds  can  maximize 
in  the  community,  explained  to  write  outreach  materials  as  if  the  number  of  strong,  repeti- 
Manlove,  president  of  Manlove  they  were  one-on-one  dialogue  tive  messages  it  sends  to  its 
Advertising  and  Public  Rela-  witn  the  prospect.  prospects,  he  said, 

tions  in  Pasadena,  Texas.  The  right  message  also  On  the  contrary,  television 

The  right  message  makes  the  needs  to  be  emotional.  "Passion 
prospective  church  member  drives  people,"  he  said, 
want  to  visit  the  church.  The  message  must  be  rele- 
Manlove  said.  vant,  he  stressed.  "Think  about 

He  compared  that  strategy  who  you're  trying  to  reach  and 
to  advertising  that  brings  shop-  what  matters  to  them,"  he  said, 
pers  into  a  store  rather  than  The  message  must  be 
door-to-door  sales.  unique,  Manlove  said.  "Pro-  ence, 

People  who  come  into  a  mote  what's  special  about  your 
store  are  much  more  likely  to  church,"  he  urged, 
buy  a  product  than  someone  A  church  trying  to  reach 
who  is  interrupted  at  home  by  baby  boomers  and  promoting 
a  traveling  salesperson,  he  said,  its  children's  ministry  might 
Similarly,  people  who  will  want  to  plan  an  event,  such  as 


Missionary 

News 


Danny  and  Libby  Panter, 
Baptist  representatives  in 
Europe,  are  on  the  field 
(address:  Berliner  Strasse  275, 
D-65205,  Wl-Erbenheim, 
Germany).  He  serves  as  associ¬ 
ate  to  area  director  for-  Europe. 
He  is  a  native  of  Pascagoula, 
and  she  is  the  former  Libby 
Wallace  of  Jackson. 


Valley  Grove,  Tupelo:  April 

2- 6;  7  nightly;  church-wide  fel¬ 
lowship  between  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices;  Desi  Ginn,  Southaven, 
evangelist;  Sunday  night. 
Gospel  Ship,  music. 

Concord,  Yazoo  City:  April 

3- 5;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Rickey 
Blythe,  Flora,  evangelist; 
Henry  Kirk,  Concord  Church, 
music;  James  Gamer/pastor. 

Trinity,  Laurel:  April  6-9; 
40th  anniversary;  homecom¬ 
ing,  April  6,  Sunday  School, 
9:15  a.m.,  worship,  10:30  am., 
noon  lunch,  and  1:30  p.m. 
singing;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Gene  Fant,  former  pastor, 
Hampton,  Va.,  evangelist; 
Wayne  Meeks,  former  minister 
of  music,  Waynesboro,  music; 
A.  Harrison  Weger,  pastor. 

Newhebron  (Lawrence): 

April  6-9;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
1:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Wayne  VanHom,  Columbia, 
evangelist;  Hubert  Greer, 
Wesson,  music;  Charles  E. 
Davis  Sr.,  pastor. 

Noxapater  (Winston):  April 
13-16;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:15 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m;  Ed 
Knox,  Columbus,  evangelist; 
David  Sumner,  Noxapater 
Church,  music;  Wayne 


Lynn  Ray  Road,  Petal: 
March  2-5;  17  professions  of 
faith;  Alan  Celoria  and  fami¬ 
ly  singers,  evangelist  and 
music;  Isom  Hill,  pastor. 


Ingram  Church,  Prentiss  County,  honored  its  deacons  on  Deacon  Appreciation  Sunday.  Pictured, 
bottom  row,  from  left,  are  Ted  Crawford,  Johnny  Hall,  Rickey  Heavner,  Ronnie  Boatright,  Eugene 
Ashmore,  Bobby  Aldridge,  Freddie  Ashmore,  and  Bobby  Carr.  Top  row,  Dennis  Garner,  Bobby  Conwill, 
Eugene  Gamble,  (chairman)  Jerrod  Cagle,  Lee  Crawford,  Dennis  Meek,  and  Howard  Crawford.  Not  pic¬ 
tured,  Booker  Starling,  James  Stanton,  and  Malvern  Williams.  Clayton  Little  John  is  pastor. 

I Pilgrimage,  April  11-13.  For  through  the  church  office.  For 

1  more  information,  call  (601  >  ticket  information,  call  (601) 
369-9366.  956-5000. 


GAs  and  mothers  (pictured) 
from  Green's  Creek  Church, 
Petal,  attended  the  GA  Mother- 
Daughter  Weekend  at  Camp 
Garaywa,  March  7-8.  Janet 
Hamm  is  GA  director.  Michael 
C.  Routon  is  pastor. 
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Life  and  Work 

Celebration 

Matthew  28:1-20 


Gospel  evidence  for  the 
resurrection  is  of  this 
class,  and  as  a  lawyer  I 
accept  it  unreservedly  as 
the  testimony  of  truthful 
to  facts  they  were 


that  believers  are  to  make  disci¬ 
ples  of  those  they  reach. 

A  disciple  is  a  person  who 
acknowledges  Christ  and  fol¬ 
lows  him  no  matter  what  the 
cost.  They,  are  baptized  in  his 
name  and  are  willing  to  be 
taught  his  commands.  Once  they 
are  taught,  they  obey  his  teach¬ 
ings.  Disciplesnip  is  a  life  long 
process,  not  a  one  time  decision. 

Unfortunately  many  Christians 
see  these  verses  as  an ’option  or 
suggestion.  Nothing  could  be  fur¬ 
ther  from  the  truth.  Christ  expects 
all  believers  to  be  actively  making 
A  Mission  to  Fulfill  (28:16-  disciples.  Churches  need  to  be 
20).  Since  Christ  rose  from  the  sure  this  is  their  focus.  There  is  an 
dead,  we  may  ask,  what  is  our  old  fable  that  tells  of  Christ  after 
responsibility.  He  gives  us  the  he  ascended  into  heaven.  He  is 
answer  in  what  we  commonly  asked  what  are  your  plans  for  the 
call  the  great  commission.  We  disciples.  He  responds  by  saying, 
are  to  go  and  make  disciples.  "I  gave  them  the  great  commis- 
The  word  go  in  the  original  lan-  sion."  The  angels  ask,  “What  if 
guage  is  in  participle  form,  they  do  not  obey?"  Jesus  replies,  "I 
meaning  as  you  go  make  disci-  have  no  other  plan." 
pies.  The  verb  for  making  disci-  Moore  is  pastor,  First  Church, 
pies  is  an  imperative,  meaning  Holly  Springs. 


men  I 

able  to  substantiate. 

_  women  that  Jesus  The  proof  of  the  resur-  Christ  called 

was  not  in  the  tomb,  rection  is  available  to  all  ers.  These 

If  he  had  risen  from  the  who  will  trust  Christ.  same  people 

d,  dead.  There  was  no  Moore  A  Message  to  Tell  his  point  of 

se  need  to  look  for  a  (28:7-10).  The  women  ,  was  willing  I 

it-  dead  body  in  a  place  full  of  life,  were  given  further  directions,  restore  them 
w  Thomas  Arnold  wrote:  "The  They  were  told  to  go  and  tell  the  ship  in  the 
is  resurrection  is  the  best  attested  disciples  that  Jesus  had  risen 
e-  fact  in  history."  Edward  Clark,  from  the  dead.  They  left  with 
er  an  English  attorney  stated,  mixed  emotions.  They  were  still 

>y.  "As  a  lawyer  I  nave  made  a  somewhat  fearful,  but  they 
1-  prolonged  study  of  the  evi-  were  filled  with  joy  that  Christ 
of  dence  for  the  events  of  the  first  had  done  what  he  promised, 
nt  Easter  Day.  To  me  the  evidence  As  the  women  were  on  the 
y.  is  conclusive,  and  over  and  way  to  tell  the  disciples  the  good 
a,  over  again  in  the  High  Court  I  news  they  met.  Jesus.  They 
of  have  secured  the  verdict  on  evi-  clasped  his  feet  and  worshiped 
ce  dence  not  nearly  so  compelling,  him,  the  only  appropriate 
le  Inference  follows  on  evidence,  response  to  the  one  who  has  con- 
te,  and  a  truthful  witness  is  always  quered  death.  Jesus  told  them  not 
le  artless  and  disdains  affect.  The  to  fear  and  for  them  to  finish  the 


By  Thad  Moore 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  involved 

Matthew  28:1-7, 16-20 

By  Mark  Long  An  Amazing 

Miracle  (28:1-4).  Today 

tirn 


were  afraid  of  the  angels 
(the  customary  response 
of  a  human  to  God's 
messengers). 

Christ's  bodily  resur¬ 
rection  was  from  the 
very  heart  of  God. 

Interestingly,  the  women 
went  simply  to  look  at 
the  tomb.  They  wit- 
\  nessed  Christ's  body 

being  placed  in  the  tomb,  meet  Jesus  in  Galilee.  The 
They  came  to  mourn  the  loss  of  angels'  words,  "Behold,  I  have 
a  great  man;  but  God  did  the  tola  you,"  placed  the  responsi- 
unexpected.  He  -rose  Christ  bility  of  the  sharing  of  the  mes- 
from  the  grave  in  the  flesh.  sage  on  the  women's  shoulders. 

Some  Good  News  (28:5-7).  Like  the  women,  we  also  are 
The  angel  delivered  his  mes-  given  that  same  responsibility 
sage  to  the  women.  Christ  was  to  be  involved  in  kingdom 
Matthew  describes  the  event  alive.  "Sure  he  was  crucified  work.  We  have  received  the 
as  a  divine  act.  The  earth  shook  and  died,  but  he  told  you  he  good  news.  Now  we  must 
(an  Old  Testament  image  for  would  rise  again!"  The  empty  share  the  good  news. 

God's  presence).  An  angel  tomb  was  evidence  of  Christ's  The  Great  Commission 
appeared  and  rolled  the  stone  resurrection.  The  possibility  (28:16-20).  Jesus  appeared  to 
away  (God's  messenger).  The  must  have  over  whelmed  the  the  disciples  in  Galilee.  Some 
angel  radiated  light  (the  shek-  women,  "Could  this  be  true?"  worshiped,  others  doubted. 


n't  he?"  "The  angel.  The  tomb,  deeper  meaning  of  the  gospels 
It  must  be  true."  is  that  believing  leads  to  seeing. 

With  the  realization  of  the  Imagine  the  extreme  difficulty 
good  news  of  Christ's  resurrec-  of  seeing  a  loved  one  die, 
tion  came  responsibility  for  the  attending  the  funeral,  and  then 
women.  The  angel  commis-  seeing  her  again  on  the  street  a 
sioned  the  women  to  be  the  first  few  days  later.  Miracles  can't 
witnesses  of  the  resurrected  produce  faith,  but  faith  can  pro- 


One  of  the  greatest  evidences 
for  the  resurrection  is  the 
changed  lives  of  the  disciples 
after  Jesus  appeared  to  them. 
After  Christ's  death,  the  disd- 

gles  cowered  in  fear  for  their 
ves.  After  the  resurrection  they 
boldly  ministered  in  the  name 
of  Christ  despite  persecution. 

What  makes  the  difference  in 
an  involved  and  uninvolved  dis¬ 
ciple  of  Christ?  Christ's  resurrec¬ 
tion  demonstrates  that  he  truly 
does  hold  all  authority  in  heaven 
and  on  earth.  Acceptance  of  this 
kind  of  Lord  compels  us  to  obe¬ 
dience  and  active  involvement 
in  kingdom  work. 


resurrection,  we  are  compelled 
to  be  obedient,  and  thus  to  be 
involved  in  kingdom  work  as 


Family  Bible  Series 

We  have  hope! 

Matt.  28:1-10;  I  Thes.  4:13-18 


The  Risen  Lord  (28:8-10).  Hope  for  Living  and  Dead 
The  women  left  the  angel  and  Believers  (4:15-17).  Our  world 
ran  to  tell  the  disciples  ^afraid,  is  full  of  hopeless  people  who 
yet  filled  with  joy.  There  is  an  believe  the  eat,  drink,  and  be 
exhilaration  that  comes  from  merry  for  tomorrow  we  die" 
following  the  commands  of  philosophy  For  the  believer, 
Christ,  but  with  it  often  comes  this  worla  is  not  the  end  it  is 
fearful  anticipation  of  what  the  only  the  beginning.  Christ  came 
outcome  Will  be.  In  these  times  that  we  might  have  abundant 
of  following  Christ,  he  appears  life  on  earth  and  died  that  death 
to  us  through  his  Word,  would  be  conquered  by  his  vic- 
through  answered  prayer,  tory.  This  hope  for  today  and 
through  the  testimonies  of  fel-  for  eternity  is  guaranteed  to 
low  Christians,  and  through  the  those  who  believe  in  Christ, 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  Comfort  One  Another 
always  urges  us  forward  in  the  (4:18).  With  these  victorious, 
adventure  of  following  him.  hopeful  thoughts  in  mind,  we 
Basis  for  Christian  Hope  (I  are  to  encourage  our  brothers 
Thessalonians  4:13-14).  and  sisters  in  Christ.  Our 

Christians  can  draw  hope  from  encouragement  in  these 
romises  for  this  life  and  thoughts  should  be  especially 
from  the  hope  that  transcends  directed  toward  those  who 
this  life.  Separation  from  loved  have  lost  loved  ones,  but  we 
ones  who  were  believers  is  must  remember  to  administer 
hard  and  we  mourn  our  loss,  this  encouragement  with  great 
great  hope  even  in  sensitivity.  Ask  God  to  guide 
their  passing.  Only  as  believers  your  words  and  actions  as  you 
can  we  be  assured  that  because  minister  to  those  who  are 
of  Christ's  resurrection  all  mourning, 
believers  will  spend  eternity  Powell  is  a  member  of  First 
with  him.  Church,  Clinton. 


By  Mary  Ellen  Powell 


for  us."  Romans  6:23 

shows  us  that  "theMjf  needs.  The  message 

How  many  times  do  you  feel  wages  of  sin  is  death,  states  simply  the  hope 

that  situations  in  your  life  are  but  the  gift  of  God  is  Powell  that  we  have  in  knowing 
beyond  hope?  The  resurrection  eternal  life  in  Christ  that  Christ  triumphed 

of  Christ  tells  us  that  there  is  Jesus."  Thus,  our  sin  has  over  death.  God  meets  the 
hope,  even  in  death.  doomed  us  to  eternal  separa-  women's  needs  for  physical 

The  Empty  Tomb  (Matthew  tion  from  God.  But  God  loves  answers  to  their  questions  as 
28^?4).  The  tomb  symbolizes  us  and  has  provided  in  Christ  evidence  is  offered  to  them  in 
much  to  those  wno  know  the  way  to  escape  death,  the  form  of  the  empty  tomb. 

Christ:  victory,  power,  and  Romans  10:9  tells  us,  "that  if  God  meets  us  in  the  same  man- 
hope.  But  we  can  only  experi-  you  confess  with  your  mouth  ner  today,  to  assure  us  and  lead 
ence  these  things  if  we  know  Jesus  as  Lord,  ana  believe  in  us  further  in  our  walk.with  him. 

Christ.  To  come  to  know  Christ,  your  heart  that  God  raised  him  But,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  God's 
or  to  become  a  Christian,  we  from  the  dead,  you  shall  be  we  are  given  the  responsibility 
must  first  realize  that  we  are  saved."  This  brings  us  to  the  to  tell  others  of  the  mighty 
sinful.  In  Romans  3:23,  we  are  empty  tomb.  Only  the  God  things  that  God  does  for  us.  We 
told  that  "all  have  sinned  and  who  rolled  away  the  stone  and  are  to  "go  quickly  and  tell"  oth- 
fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  defeated  death  has  the  power  ers  of  the  hope  that  comes  only  but  there  is 
Romans  5:8  reveals  the  hope  to  forgive  us  of  our  sins,  pro-  through  Chnst.  We  do  not  carry 
God  gives  as  it  says,  "But  God  vide  for  us  eternal  life,  and  give  his  message  into  the  world 
demonstrates  his  own  love  our  lives  hope.  under  our  own  strength,  God 

toward  us,  in  that  while  we  The  Angel's  Message  (28:5-  goes  ahead  of  us  always  prepar- 
were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  7).  The  angel's  message  offers  ing  the  way  as  we  follow  him. 


Powell 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1997 


AFMCAE  MJ  MKNEF  JHE 
KJCUF,  QEL  UKFH  KJH 
TAFQM  MKNETU  TJL 

KQMK  LJEF  CEMJ  MKFF. 
QEL  KF  HFEM  KNU  HQR, 
QEL  WCPXNUKFL  MKAJC- 
TK|CM  MKF  HKJXF 

ONMR  K|H  TAFQM 

MKNETU  ZFUCU  KQL 
LIEF  CEMJ  KNS. 

XCYF  FNTKM: 


MKNAMR-ENEF 


Clue:  X  equals  L 

Havt'  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Biblt ?  knowltxlge.  A 
King  lame's  Vi'rskm  Bible  vi'rsc  has 
been  rvx  r >ded  by  k'tter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the'  puz/te.  Solve  by 
tri.il  and  emir.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  l  ight  Thirty-right. 


Author  says  parents  should  teach  prayer 


♦  Help  children  to  under¬ 
stand  that  God  answers  prayer 
—  sometimes  with  a  yes, 
sometimes  with  a  no,  and 
other  times  with  a  "wait  a 
while." 

♦  Demonstrate  to  children 
that  prayer  leads  to  action. 


♦  Teach  children  to  pray  in 
their  own  words. 

♦  Encourage  older  children 
to  find  their  own  special  places 
of  prayer  at  home. 

♦  Teach  children  to  pray 
the  "great  prayers  of  our  faith," 
such  as  the  Lord's  Prayer. 


Please  write  to: 

248  Daniel  Lake  Boulevard 
Jackson,  MS  39212 


horses.  Send  a  picture  if  you  ca 
Please  write  to: 

1280  Cr  107 

New  Albany,  MS  38652 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi!  My  name  is  Melissi 
Reynolds.  I  go  to  Grenada 
Elementary  School.  I  am  8 
years  old  and  I  am  in  the 
third  grade.  I  go  to  j 
Friendship  Baptist  Church.  - 

*  m  1  ■  .11 _ T _ 1 _ -I -I  T  I 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph  D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  lockson 


Read  up,  down,  forward,  backward,  or  diagonally 
to  find  these  New  Testament  books: 


Jude 

Hebrews 

James 

Romans 


John 

Matthew 

Luke 

Mark 


Acts 

Galatians . 
Revelation 
Titus 


Bible  Games  and  Puzzle 

fat-van  7  982)  available 
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